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Between "Weakness'' and "Strength'"'——About Two Drive My Car

Shoji SHIBATA

Summary

Academy Award-winning director Ryusuke Hamaguchi's Drive My Car is based largely on
Haruki Murakami's work of the same name. Hamaguchi's and Murakami's work share the same
basic structure of depicting a relationship between the protagonist and a young woman who
becomes his driver because he cannot drive due to glaucoma. In the movie, Kafuku, the protagonist,
is directing Chekhov's Uncle Vanya in Hiroshima, adding a development that is not in the original.
With this arrangement, it becomes difficult to see the relationship in which Misaki, the driver,
covered the "blind spot" of vision loss due to glaucoma in the original work, and rather, in the
movie, the "strength" of Kafuku, who manages the multinational performers, is pushed forward.
There he demonstrates leadership that transcends ethnic and language barriers, but his leadership
and "strength" are more political than artistic. In such a description, we can also see Hamaguchi's

message about the role that Japan should play in the current international community.
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